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This month Spring will star t, and
with it a new real estate selling
season.  Is a new home in your
near future, or are your family and
friends talking about buying or
selling soon?  If  so, please give me
a call.  I will use my knowledge and
expertise to make your real estate
transaction as smooth as possible,
and will do the same for anyone
you refer to me.  I offer friendly
service, a caring attitude, solid
advice, and there is never any
sales pressure.

In terms of its popularity among Americans,
the IRS audit is right up there with root
canal surgery and Kim Kardashian’s singing.
Fortunately, we are only exposed to the risk
of an audit once a year, whereas the other
two can strike at any time.  Another piece
of good news about audits is that your
chances of getting picked are fairly low.  In
recent years less than 1% of taxpayers
received an “invitation” from the IRS.  Still,
no one wants that “invitation,” so I’d like
to share with you some common red flags
that the IRS is looking for
– the red flags you don’t
want in your tax return.

Underreporting
Income
One of the easiest things
for the IRS to bust people
on is “forgetting” to report
all income.  How so?
Because the taxman doesn’t
rely only on you for this
information.  Your employer
is required to send you the W-2 form at
the beginning of the year, but a copy also
goes to the IRS.  If you earn interest from
an interest-bearing account your bank is
required to tell the taxman about it too
(and send you form 1099).  So if what’s on
your tax return does not match what the
IRS knows, a red flag will pop up.

Even with the best intentions
sometimes it’s easy to forget certain items,
such as the proceeds from the sale of
securities or gambling winnings.  One way
to help you remember all sources of
income is to check your tax returns from
the past couple of years.  And when in
doubt whether or not a particular item
counts as income, ask a tax advisor.

How to NOT Get Audited
Sloppiness
What’s the most common error on tax
returns?  Believe it or not, it’s math.  And
if your return contains mathematical errors
the IRS computers are guaranteed to catch
this.  Then the agent reviewing it will
wonder: “If this person can’t add and
subtract correctly, there must be other
things wrong with this return.”  And then
the audit notice may be sent your way.  To
avoid this, double-check your calculations
one last time before stuffing your tax return

in the envelope.  Or better yet, use
tax preparation software that will

do the math for you.

Less Obvious Errors
Sometimes there are
deductions that a person
believes he or she is entitled
to, but it later turns out the

person was wrong.  For
example, some expenses, such
as medical costs or
unreimbursed work costs, have

specific limits that need to be reached
before you can deduct them.  Making an
error like this will make the IRS wonder
whether you’ve made other such errors.
Making sure you thoroughly understand
the rules about any deductions you are
taking will go a long way toward avoiding
this problem.  And consulting a tax advisor
wouldn’t hurt either.

Deviating From Norm
The IRS computers are programmed to
look for tax returns that are different from
the norm.  Let’s say your adjusted gross
income is $50,000 and you claim to have
given $10,000 to charities.  If an average
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donation among the people with the
same income as yours is $500, then your
return will stick out.  The same is the
case with any other unusual items, such
as a large casualty loss or lots of
unreimbursed work-related expenses
labeled as miscellaneous.  Does this
mean you shouldn’t deduct legitimate
items just because they are unusual?
No, you should take advantage of any
breaks you are entitled to, however
make an effort to explain them.  A large
charitable donation?  Include the
receipt and an explanation with your
tax return.  Home damaged in a
tornado?  Include the repair bill along
with newspaper clipping about the
event.  Stingy boss didn’t reimburse you
for your work related expenses?  Include
a written explanation.  Even if the IRS
computers flag your return, a live agent
will review it first before requesting an
audit. If unusual items are explained
in sufficient detail you may dodge the
bullet since the agent will see that you
know the rules and are making an
earnest effort to back up your claim.

As a final note I’d like to reiterate
that you shouldn’t be afraid to claim
every deduction you are entitled to.
Rely on common sense and a good tax
advisor and you should minimize your
chances of being audited. But what if
you do get selected for an audit? Keep
copious records of all your expenses
so that you can hopefully come out of
your visit with the IRS scot-free.

There are a thousand and one ways to
increase a home’s appeal.  Some are
practical, some are not; some are cheap,
some are not.  Here are the three easiest
(and free!) things that will make your
home sell faster:

Sparkle
I show dozens of homes to my buyers
every month and I am always
disappointed when I
come across one that is
dirty, messy and
cluttered.  Oh, how
those things
decrease appeal.
Buyers will assume
that if a home is
messy, it must also
be in poor repair and
there must be things
unseen that are wrong with it.
Needless to say, this will result in longer
time on the market, and possibly a lower
price.  And how easy it would be to make
these homes look great with just a little
bit of elbow grease.  Having a squeaky-
clean home (especially the kitchen and
bathrooms) is a must if you want a quick
sale.  Removing clutter and keeping
everything orderly and organized is also
highly important.  Make your home
sparkle, and it will sell faster.

Shine
We live in America, which means we
love big things.  Big cars, Big Macs and
big houses.  So how do you make your
house look big if it isn’t (or super-sized
if it’s already big)?  With light!  The
more l ight,  the better.   Before a
showing, open all the blinds and raise
all the curtains to let in as much natural
light as possible.  If privacy is a concern,
use white curtains that let light in and
block the view from prying eyes.  Also,
turn on all lights and lamps in the
home, even in the middle of the day.
Bathing your home in light will make

it look shiny, big and more appealing
to potential buyers.

Warmth
You’ve heard this before – people don’t
look for houses, they look for homes –
warm, cozy places they can call their own.
How do you make your home feel like
home to prospective buyers?  One way is
to tickle their noses.  Well, not literally.

But by making your home
smell really inviting
you will give it that
homey feel people
love.  The best
smell is the smell
of clean (and this
goes back to the
first thing on our

list – make it shine).
But you can go a step

further.  I know sellers who
would bake cookies before showings, so
the home would smell of fresh cookies.
If baking is not your cup of tea, then a
scented candle (vanilla, cinnamon or
coconut) may do the trick.  Having a
pleasant (but not overwhelming) scent
will give your home an aura of warmth
and will put more smiles on buyers’ faces.

These were but three easy strategies.  For
more tips, you know who to call!

Three Free Things That Will Make
Your House Sell Faster

The Seven Expensive Mistakes The Seven Expensive Mistakes The Seven Expensive Mistakes The Seven Expensive Mistakes The Seven Expensive Mistakes Sellers Sellers Sellers Sellers Sellers FFFFFrequently Makerequently Makerequently Makerequently Makerequently Make
is a four-page special report that no seller should be
without.  If you are thinking of selling a home soon, arm
yourself with the knowledge that can help you avoid
expensive mistakes too many people have made.  Request
this report today – there is no cost or obligation.

Free Special Report Available
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Q:Q:Q:Q:Q: Can I, Can I, Can I, Can I, Can I, as a seller as a seller as a seller as a seller as a seller,,,,, be pr be pr be pr be pr be presentesentesentesentesent
at showings?at showings?at showings?at showings?at showings?

A: Can you?  Yes.  Should you?
No.  Buyers feel more
comfor table looking at homes
when sellers are not hanging
around.  They feel more
relaxed, can take their time to
look around, and feel free to
discuss the home amongst
themselves and with the agent.
Speaking of  agents, they are
more in tune with what a
par ticular buyer is looking for
than the seller is.  You may be
really proud of  your newly
remodeled kitchen and feel
compelled to focus on that
when talking to the buyer, when
what the buyer is really
impressed about is your home’s
three-car garage.  When a
showing is scheduled, hop over
to the neighborhood coffee
shop for a few minutes and let
your agent do the work you’ve
hired him or her to do.

HaHaHaHaHavvvvve a tough re a tough re a tough re a tough re a tough r eal estaeal estaeal estaeal estaeal estatetetetete
question yquestion yquestion yquestion yquestion you need ansou need ansou need ansou need ansou need answwwwwererererered?ed?ed?ed?ed?
JJJJJust giust giust giust giust givvvvve me a call or send mee me a call or send mee me a call or send mee me a call or send mee me a call or send me
an e-mail!an e-mail!an e-mail!an e-mail!an e-mail!

Fresh Herbs From Your Kitchen Garden
Absolutely nothing tastes better than a
delicious home-cooked meal prepared
with herbs harvested from your very own
indoor kitchen garden. You don’t have
to have a green thumb or an acre of land.
All you need are a few carefully prepared
containers, a sunny window and the
following helpful tips:

Selecting Herbs
Variety is the spice of life, especially when
it comes to choosing which herbs to plant.
Start by selecting those you use most
when cooking. Parsley, sage rosemary and
thyme are always among the top ten.
Oregano, marjoram, chives,
lavender and mint love the
indoors. Unfortunately,
old favorites like basil and
fennel fare better outside.
Make a list of the store-
bought herbs you have in
the kitchen and then drop
by your local garden center
where you will find those
herbs available in four-inch
pots and as seed packets. Always
pick out the healthiest-looking (not always
the largest) plants. If you opt to start your
garden from seed, make sure the packets
are not out of date.

Containers and Soil
Once you’ve made your selections, the
friendly garden center staff will be able
to recommend the proper containers and
the kind of soil you’ll need.  Herbs thrive
best when allowed to dry out between
waterings. This means containers must
have good drainage, with a water catch-
all underneath and possibly a little gravel
packed below the soil line. Choosing just
the right soil mix is very important. An
overly rich mixture produces lots of
foliage, but very little flavor. Two parts
potting soil to one part coarse sand or
perlite is the magic formula for
maximizing each herb’s zest.

Planting
Be sure you plant your annuals and
perennials in different containers and

don’t forget to separate those aggressive,
fast-growing plants from the ones that grow
slower and require more time to develop.

Caring for Your Garden
Your  indoor herb garden will thrive in
any south or west-facing window which
receives at least of six hours of sunlight each
day. Lack of sunlight can be supplemented
with Gro-lights, if necessary. Herbs require
regular watering (usually weekly, sometimes
bi-weekly), but don’t overdo it.  An
inexpensive water meter will eliminate the
guesswork. To develop and flourish, your
garden will also need to be fertilized on a

regular basis. Slow-release pellets or
fertilizer sticks are an excellent

choice.  Keep annual herbs
indoors all year ‘round.

Perennials thrive best if
you take them outside
during the summer. Just
be sure their outdoor
surroundings are similar
to their in-house
environment.

Harvesting
When it comes to harvesting your herbs,
you can enjoy them fresh from the plants
or you can dry and store them. To
encourage new growth, be sure to cut off
whole stems, not just leaves, but never
remove more than one-third of an entire
plant at one time. To dry your herbs, hang
them upside down so the oils will flow
back from the stems into the leaves.
Drying time takes from two to four weeks,
depending on weather conditions. Once
dry, store them in containers in a cool,
dark place.  By following these easy tips,
you will be able to
grow and
maintain a
bounty of tasty,
t a n t a l i z i n g
kitchen herbs
that will be
ready 365 days
a year. Bon
appetit!
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ARCHITECTURE CORNER: FAMOUS AMERICAN HOMES
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MAR-A-LAGO
Situated in tony Palm Beach, one of the wealthiest communities in

the world, is one of the largest private residences in the world – Mar-a-
Lago.  A true architectural jewel, this property has an interesting history
that includes a billionaire heiress, a U.S. president, and a real estate mogul.

Mar-a-Lago was built in 1923 for the cereal heiress Marjorie
Merriweather Post and her second husband, Wall Street wizard E.F.
Hutton.  No luxury was spared for the 110,000-square-foot property.
Boatloads of Dorian stone were shipped from Genoa, Italy.  Over 36,000
original Spanish tiles were installed, some dating back to the 15th century.
The Hispano-Moresque architectural wonder sits on 20 acres of land that
front both an ocean and a lake, thus it’s name, Mar-a-Lago (Spanish for
“from sea to lake”).  One hundred twenty-eight rooms, each more beautiful
than the next, are designed in different styles, from Venetian to Norwegian,
for the ultimate in grandeur and opulence.

After the death of Mrs. Post in 1973, and in accordance with her
will, Mar-a-Lago was given to the U.S. government to be used to host
presidents and foreign dignitaries.  President Nixon stayed there on several
occasions.  But the government decided that the annual upkeep of one
million dollars per year was too much for the taxpayers to bear, so it gave
the property back to the Post foundation.  The property fell into disrepair.

Enter the real estate billionaire Donald Trump.  In 1985 he purchased
Mar-a-Lago for a mere eight million dollars, which included all the original
furnishings, twenty-seven sets of china and four thousand pieces of silver.
After restoring it to its full splendor, he moved into a part of the residence,
and turned the other part into an exclusive country club.  Memberships
are still available.  Fee: $100,000.

Summer home

of Donald Trump

and an exclusive

country club,

Mar-a-Lago was

at one time

considered to be

the world’s

largest private

residence.
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For Sale
It’s NICE inside!

2522 West Brook Ln - Clearwater

Wonderful Townhome in Brookfield

3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath, 2-car garage,1832 sq feet
Bedrooms have dramatic high ceilings, ceiling fans

Formal dining room, living room, inside laundry
Stainless/granite kitchen

Screened porch, fenced back yard
Efficient central A/C. Low-traffic street.

Bank has approved short sale at $137,000!
Currently rented, tenants have month-to-month lease.

Special terms – call for more information

Contact: Rick Crabtree, Realtor®
Realty Executives Suncoast
3090 Charles Ave
Clearwater, FL 33761

727-637-2346
rick@rickcrabtree.com


